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Hezu 8, a New Wheat Variety Developed with
in Vitro Mutation Technique

Gao Mingwei
(Instdate of Nuclear Agricultural Sciences, Zhejiang Agridtural Unwersity , Hangzhouw 310029 )

Abstrart A new wheat variety named Hezu 8 was developed by in vitro mutation technigues com-
binirig the somatic tissue culture with the radiation — induced mutation. This is the first one in the
world for breeding wheat variety in such a way, that the nuclear technology was successfully applied
to biotechnology. Hezu 8 is featured by high yield potential, eatly maturity , disease resistance, toler-
ance to moisture as well as good grain guality. In vitro mutation technique has proved to be helpful in
increment of the frequency'of somaclonal variation . promotion of the variation stability , acceleration
of breeding process, reduction of the population size for variant selection, and Finally, improvement
of the breeding efficiency. In vitro mutation technigque can be also widely applied to other crops and
will open up a brilliant prospect for crop improvement.
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